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Approximately 90 Montgomery County students grades seventh 
through 10 are participating in a pilot project that stresses accelerated 
learning in math, science and engineering. 
The Accelerated Academy, also known as MC2, opened at the 
beginning of the school year. 
“Our No. 1 goal is that when they leave here they will be competitive 
nationally to get into Ivy League schools or any schools that they want 
to,” said Melody Claypoole, instructional supervisor with Montgomery 
County Schools. 
“One of the main things about this program is we want it to be very 
rigorous and very intentionally focused on engineering, math and 
science so they are competitive in those areas,” she said. 
School officials began planning for the academy last spring at the urging 
of Superintendent Josh Powell, who first brought the idea forward 
during a leadership retreat. 
The program involves a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Math) focused curriculum. 
Students are identified as possible participants through a screening that 
involves scores on assessment or national norm tests conducted 
through the school system. 
Students who pass that screening are invited to undergo further testing 
with the school psychologist. Achievement and aptitude tests are part 
of that process. 
Once that testing is complete, a committee looks at the data blindly, 
Claypoole said, without names attached to the numbers to determine if 
they meet the criteria to join the academy. 
Parental consent is required before their child participates in the 
testing with the school psychologist, she said. Parents can also request 
that their child be tested for possible participation. 



Claypoole said students, teachers and parents are excited about the 
possibilities at the academy. 
“The students are excited because they feel like ‘We started this 
program,’” she said. “Our teachers, it’s near and dear to their hearts 
also because they’re helping us lay the foundation. ... I think parents 
are excited about what the academy is going to bring to the school 
system.” 
McNabb students enrolled in the program start their day there, where 
they take social studies and co-curricular classes. 
The students then transition to the academy, located in what was 
building 3 of Montgomery County High School. At the end of the school 
day McNabb students return there to be dismissed for transportation 
purposes or after school activities. 
The seventh grade class is the largest in the program with about 30 
students enrolled, Claypoole said. 
Ninth and 10th grade students take their social studies and elective 
classes in a regular classroom setting at the high school before moving 
over to the academy. 
Students currently enrolled at the academy will be able to remain in the 
program until they graduate. 
That was done purposefully to build the program from the ground up 
rather than starting with older students, said Marty Dixon, the district’s 
curriculum specialist. 
Dixon has experience with similar programs while working in the 
Fayette County School System. 
Students will have the opportunity for advanced placement or dual 
credit college hours while they’re in the program. The idea is to have 
them earn as much as 30 to 45 hours college credit before they 
graduate, Dixon said. 
In addition to the emphasis on math, science and engineering, the 
academy has its own language arts teacher. 
Claypoole said that this is important because the students need to learn 
technical reading and writing skills as part of research projects at the 



academy. Not only is the teacher covering core curriculum, but 
incorporating math, science and engineering into the content, she said. 
Claypoole said the program is also fortunate to have a teacher like 
Shane Ware, who has a background in engineering, as well as being a 
certified teacher. 
Several teachers within the school system volunteered for the chance 
to teach at the academy. 
Administrators say the academy prepares its students for careers of 
tomorrow rather than just those that exist today. 
“We’re preparing our kids for careers that have not been invented yet,”  
Dixon said. 
The academy will host a showcase event 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 28. 
During the event the public will get to see what students are working 
on at the academy. 
Those planning to attend the event are asked to enter the school 
through the front office. 
 


